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Letter from the 
Editor 
This year has flown by! I’ve enjoyed 
putting out the newsletter this year and 
look forward to continuing to do so in 
the following year. I hope that 
everyone has enjoyed the newsletters. 
Suggestions for improvements are 
always welcome. Your help with the 
newsletter is appreciated and needed. 
You can do so by emailing me your 
ideas/tips/media reviews/web links that 
can be pointed to with a little blurb,  
and any other ideas that can be 
shared.   

Enjoy the upcoming holidays and be 
sure to make time to get out to the 
shop and turn! 

Ken Miller – FRW Newsletter Editor 

Upcoming Events 
Monthly meeting times: Social Hour 
is 5:30-6:30, Club Business, Gallery, 
and Wood Raffle is 6:30-7:15, 
Demonstration is 7:30-9:00.  

Important Note: Even though a 
turning challenge is announced for a 
meeting, this does not mean that other 
items can’t be brought for the show & 
tell. Feel free to bring in what you’ve 
created and don’t feel you have to be a 
master turner to show off your work. 
Everyone has to start as a novice.  

The Turning Challenge for January’s 
meeting is anything out of “Walnut” no 
matter what color it is! This challenge 
will be for the three categories of 
turners: Beginner, Intermediate, and 
Advanced. 

December  – Holiday Party! Friday, 
December 10th starting at 6:30 for 
members and their guests who have 
RSVP’d to Bear and Alisa. As a 
reminder, we’ve acquired the same 
place as last year, the First Plymouth 
Congregational Church, 3501 S. 
Colorado Blvd. (southwest corner of 
Hampden and Colorado-approximately 
10 blocks south of Rockler)  

Dinner and soft drinks will be provided. 
Feel free to bring side dishes, 
appetizers, and/or desserts. (Desserts, 
yes!) 

Help is needed for all phases (before, 
during, and after) but especially for 
clean up after. I know. The party was 
fun, is over, and you want to go home. 
Instead, spend a few minutes and help 
out. It will be greatly appreciated. 
Contact Bear or Alisa (303.648.3414) if 
you want to volunteer to help out 
before/during. Bear will be at the 
church at 3:00 to start getting 
everything set up. 

We will be having our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Tree Ornament/Bird House 
Exchange. Bring in an ornament and 
get another club member’s ornament. 
There is no limit as to how many you 

may bring in and swap. The swap will 
be done blindly like last year 
(ornaments will be placed in a paper 
bag so that no one knows whose their 
getting). This is a great way to collect 
pieces from others in the club. 

Also at this party is our annual auction 
where members donate a piece or 
pieces to the club for auctioning. This 
is where the club gets a good portion 
of its operating budget for the following 
year. So help out and bring something 
in. 

December –  Saturday, December 
11th make your way to Red Rocks 
Community College, 13300 W. 6th Ave. 
in Lakewood between the hours of 
11:00am and 2:00pm to see all the 
student projects created during the 
Red Rocks School of Fine 
Woodworking fall semester. Hang out, 
eat some food, and have a good time. 

December 11 th – Bruce Perry will 
be demonstrating wood turned 
gifts and Christmas tree ornaments 
for the holidays at Rockler from 
9:30am to 11:30am. 

January –  Tuesday, January 4th, Pete 
Holtus will be demonstrating three-
sided boxes, multi-axis turning. 

 

Upcoming Classes  
December 11 th – Introduction to 
Woodturning 101. See FRW website 
for details. 

December 12 th – Turn a Pen with Ken 
Ashby. See FRW website for details. 

December 19 th – Hollow Form Turning 
with Ron Ainge. See FRW website for 
details. 

Shop Tours: 
No shop tour scheduled for December 
due to holiday season. 
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Tips, Twists, and 
Turns 

Turning Tenons and 
Such to Specific 
Diameters 
Instead of setting/resetting your 
calipers for specific diameters, keep an 
inexpensive, open ended set of 
wrenches at the lathe. – Idea provided 
by Bruce Perry. 

 

Perpetual Turning 

 

Rick Orr  brought in one of his famous 
rainsticks for November’s Perpetual 
Turning 

The concept is for the first item in the 
raffle to be the item brought for the 
Perpetual Turning Project. The 
member who wins the turning must 
bring another turning to the next 
month’s meeting. It’s an excellent 
chance for members to gain pieces 
made by other members. The turning 
can be as plain or fancy as you want. 
Beginners can participate just as much 
as advanced turners. If the member 
doesn’t want to make a turning, he/she 
can choose just the wood, and the 
next winner can take the turning. 

 

Events of 
November 

November’s Demo 
Tom Wirsing  demonstrated his 
techniques for turning large platters. 

 

Tom discussing aspects of platter 
turning. Some of the key points are: 
use large diameter, smooth tapered 
jaws with your chuck, taking care to 
match closely the taper and closed 
diameter of the jaws. Jaws are 
machined whole and then cut into 4 
parts; so, a complete circle will have a 
gap of about 1/8” between jaws. 
Matching this diameter will allow the 
entire jaw perimeter surfaces to be in 
contact with the platter. If the tapered 
recess is cut too large, only the middle 
portion of each jaw makes contact. 
Making an accurate recess that 
matches diameter and taper of the 
jaws allows you to hold a large platter 
with a recess only 1/16th inch deep. 

Warped platter blanks are not a 
problem. The first mounting utilizes a 
faceplate mounted to the concave side 
of the warped blank which will be the 
top or outside of the platter. Wedges 
are used to fill in and stabilize the 
faceplate/blank connection.  

 

 

The first steps in turning a large platter 
is to true it up at slow speed. A trued 
up blank is more balanced and will 
allow a higher turning speed for the 
remainder of turning. 

 

Tom is truing up the outer rim surface 
from a warped blank to help balance 
the blank. The majority of turning on 
this face will be done when the platter 
blank is remounted in a chuck from the 
bottom of the platter. 

 

Tom is fine tuning the outer shape of 
the platter.  

 

 

The platter is shown here remounted 
in the chuck for interior work. This 
platter turned out a little thinner in the 
middle than Tom desired. Cutting it a 
bit thin and having it mounted in such 
a shallow recess had the audience 
going. Tom was confident that the jaws 
would hold in the shallow recess and it 
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did. Unfortunately, this platter was 
scheduled for destruction even though 
there was interest in keeping and 
finishing it. It was, however, a demo 
piece! 

Thanks Tom for a great demonstration 
on large platter turning. 

Denver Woodworking 
Show 

 

 

Ron Ainge demonstrating. 

 

Bruce Perry demonstrating/Ron  
Howard supervising. Just kidding. 

 

Ron Howard demonstrating. 

 

 

 

Terance Rice helping out on pen 
turning for Craft Supplies. Many FRW 
members helped out at Craft Supplies 
and elsewhere. 

 

My favorite photo: Father and Son, 
together at the lathe! 

 

 

Jenny Howard helping with pen turning 
at Craft Supplies. Hey, is that a walnut 
pen? 

We garnered a lot of interest in our 
club with our demonstrations, 
discussions, and display of turned 
objects. 

News 

FRW Educational 
Opportunity Grant 
Applications for a FRW Educational 
Opportunity Grant (EOG) are due 
February 15, 2011.  Application forms 
will be available on the FRW website 
and should be included with the 
January and February  Newsletters. 
There are no age restrictions; 
applicants may request money for 
anything woodturning related: classes, 
symposium fees, tools, etc. The FRW 
EOG Committee consists of one board 
member and 2 FRW club members. 
The FRW EOG Committee will select 
award recipients based on available 
funds and merit of the application, and 
will brief the results to the FRW 
executive committee for final approval. 
Grant winners will be notified 
individually and announced at the April 
club meeting.  FRW EOG Committee 
members are not eligible for EOG 
awards. 

Electronic grant applications should be 
emailed to Rick Orr at 
rickorr1848@gmail.com after 
completion, or a hard copy mailed 
directly to Rick.  Call Rick Orr at 303-
570-5298 for his mailing address.  All 
EOG applications must be either in 
Rick’s hands by 2/15/11 or postmarked 
that day to be considered eligible. 

Librarian’s Corner 
We broke all records in November – 
signed out 256 resources!  GREAT!  
As Librarians, we love it when our 
Library is used!  Enjoy your selections, 
and bring them back on January 4 so 
other members may enjoy them. 

The VHS tapes are gone!  Thanks for 
helping to bring us into the DVD world!  
Proceeds of sales of the VHS tapes 
were used to supplement the Library 
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budget, and primarily ensure we had 
DVDs of those selections.   

Continuing thanks go to our great 
Assistant Librarians.  The Library 
would not run without their generous 
services.  Currently on board are Bob 
Britt, Grover Brown, Mike Busse, 
Storm Hortman, Richard Kuivila, 
Denise Newman, and Bob Olsen.  If 
you have an interest in helping out 
during the meetings, we’d love to have 
your assistance! 

Please note that the cut-off for the 
Wait List is the Sunday evening before 
meetings. 

Happy Holidays! 

Dave Hawley -FRW Librarian 

Media Review 
Book Review of: “Woodturning, a 
Foundation Course” , by Keith 
Rowley ISBN 1-86108-114-6 

Reading is a good way to get a basic 
start, absorb ideas, and learn about 
technique.  Practice, and more 
practice, at the lathe is the path to 
competence. 

Having said that, not all books are 
created equal.  The ability to turn, and 
create lovely wood turnings, doesn’t 
always interpret well to writing, and 
sometimes doesn’t create great 
instruction. Your FRW library includes 
hundreds of titles, some excellent, and 
some with odd, outdated, and 
sometimes fairly dangerous ideas 
about the craft of turning. 

It is possible to find brand new books, 
at the local bookstore, with techniques 
that are incredibly inefficient, and 
sometimes downright dangerous!  

I have a few favorites, read over and 
over, which I’ll review over the next 
months. 

“Woodturning, a Foundation 
Course” , by Keith Rowley: 

The latest, and probably last, edition, 
dated a few years back, shows some 
machinery that might be hard to find, 
doesn’t show the newest innovations 
in Lathes, or in cutting tools, but is one 
of the best, and best organized, books 
on the skill set needed to do most 
turning. 

After explaining the machinery and the 
tools in common use, Keith starts with 
spindle work, explains, and illustrates 
how to cut forms, works the reader into 
projects, recommends technique and 
practice to proficiency, and then 
moves you along to another project. 
His advice and reasoning, on doing 
duplicates, is worth the price of 
admission. 

He moves the reader into faceplate 
work, through projects of increasing 
complexity, while telling and showing 
how each part of the projects can be 
done efficiently, and safely. 

The second to the last bit of the book 
is about “pens”, which might strike 
some as “out of order”, but the “kit 
pen” is relatively new, and Keith came 
to it last, so talks about it last. 

The reader who worked through all of 
the projects in Keith’s list, and 
mastered each one, would be ready to 
take on almost any turning effort. 

There are no references to the “new” 
carbide insert tools (A plus in my 
mind.) not much about building your 
own tooling, and several recent 
developments in chucks, lathes etc. 
are not included.    

No book will ever keep up completely 
with the “newest, BIG thing”.  Keith 
explains good working methods, good 
safe practices, and working through 
the projects described will let you 
move into the field with confidence, 
and reasonable skill. 

Bruce Perry – FRW Mentoring Chair 

 

Instant Gallery 
Note:  Members can now download the 
Instant Gallery information cards from 
the website. Click on Odds 'n' Ends 
and look under the Misc Forms section 
for the Show and Tell Information 
Cards. These cards help tell others 
pertinent information about your work. 
Please use them. There should still be 
cards at the meeting. Raise a stink if 
there aren’t any around.  

 

Beginner Challenge winner – 
Nathan Bessen. Birdhouse Ornament 
out of Curly Pyinma and Marblewood 
w/Linseed Oil finish. 

 

 

Advanced Challenge winner – Steve 
Claycomb. “Snow Flake” Holiday Tree 
Ornament w/Acrylic Latex finish. 

 

 

Bear and Alisa Limvere – Assortment 
of miniatures. Have they found their 
niche or what! Nice work! 
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Bruce Perry – Hollow form out of 
Maple from wood raffle. To be finished 
for auction. 

 

Craig Wuertz – Castle shaped Cryptex 
out of Cherry, English Walnut, and 
Maple w/Lacquer and polyurethane 
finish. 

 

 

 

Dennis Fanning – Walnut bowl w/Poly 
and wax finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Fanning – Box Elder bowl 
w/Poly and wax finish. 

 

 

 

 

Fred Muzechenko – Worm infested 
Cottonwood bowl w/walnut oil and wax 
finish. 
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Gene Wentworth – no info. 

 

 

Gordon Dalby – Segmented Table 
entitled “Challenges” (that’s an 
understatement!). Made out of Maple, 
Canary, Arizona and Argentine 
Mesquite, Wenge, Curupay, Walnut 
and Yellowheart. It is 29” tall, with 13 
½” diameter top and 8.5” diameter 
bottom. 

 

 

Grove Brown – Hollow form out of Box 
Elder and Defero Turquoise w/Lacquer 
finish. 

 

Ken Miller – Set of Holiday Tree 
Ornaments out of Aspen, Walnut, and 
Blackwood w/Lacquer finish. 

 

 

 

Ken Miller – “Hourglass Clock” out of 
Walnut, Curly Maple, Padouk, and 
Bloodwood w/Tung Oil & Spar Varnish 
finish. 560 Pieces. Commissioned 
work. 
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Les Stern – Ornament out of Padouk, 
Red Oak, Walnut, Maple, Mahogany, 
Purpleheart, and Moradillo. 

 

Michael Roper – 5” diameter x 3” high 
Walnut hollow form with Maple cap 
w/Tung Oil and buffed finish. 

 

 

Michael Roper – 2”x2” Hollow form out 
of East Indian Mahogany w/Tung Oil 
and buffed finish. 

 

Nathan Bessen – Curly Mahogany ring 
w/Lacquer finish. 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Bessen – Double end grain 
box out of Curly Pyinma? w/Linseed 
Oil finish. 

 

 

Nathan Bessen – Birdhouse Ornament 
out of Curly Pyinma and Marblewood 
w/Linseed Oil finish. 

 

Pat Scott – 16” Diameter Walnut 
Platter w/ Danish Oil finish. Sold! 

 

Terence Rice – Pierced Ornaments 
out of Walnut, Aspen, and Maple 
w/Lacquer finish. For sale: $95 each. 

 

Steve Claycomb – “Snow Flake” 
Holiday Tree Ornament w/Acrylic 
Latex finish. 
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Steve Claycomb – “Snowman” Holiday 
Tree Ornament w/Acrylic Latex finish. 

 

 

 

 

Steve Claycomb – Birdhouse 
Ornaments w/Acrylic Latex finish. 

 

 

 

Rockler  
Patronizing their store is the best 
“thank you” we can give Rockler for 
their generosity in letting us use their 
facilities for our ever-growing 
membership. Keep in mind that they 
keep the register open late on meeting 
nights just for us. Just be sure to 
complete any purchases no later than 
the mid-meeting break so these poor 
guys can start shutting down and go 
home. 

As always – all FRW members get 
10% off all items, except electrical or 
sale items, all the time. Just present 
your FRW membership card at time of 
purchase. (Note: This offer is only 
good at the Denver retail location, and 
is not valid for any other location or for 
Internet purchases.) 

When making a purchase at Roclker’s, 
be sure to show them your FRW 
membership card and have them mark 
your FRW member purchase in their 
logbook. The FRW gets gift cards for 
our raffle each month based on how 
many FRW member purchases are 
made and recorded. 

If you have suggestions for tools or 
materials that Rockler can carry, 
contact Rich Johnson, manager of the 
Denver store. Rockler web site: 
www.rockler.com. 

Web Stuff 
The Front Range WoodTurners Web 
site address: 

www.frontrangewoodturners.org 

Get the latest information about 
upcoming events, meetings, and view 
the excellent photos of the instant 
gallery. 

Other sites of interest: 
www.woodturner-
russ.com/finishingsecrets.html  
 
www.oneofakindsf.com  
Rocky Mtn Woodturners, Ft Collins @ 
www.rmwt.org  
www.robert-sorby.co.uk  
www.verinet.com/-drmelli/rmwt.htlm 
www.lathes.co.uk 
www.woodworkingbasics.com 
www.treelineusa.com 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 
www.kestrelcreek.com 
www.choicewoods.com 
www.woodturner.com 
www.woodturningonline.com 
www.kazistudio.com � 
 

Classifieds 
For Sale: 

ShopSmith Mark V, model 510.  
Almost brand new, with only 10 hours 
on it.  Contains lathe and tools, table 
saw and accessories, band saw, 
shaper head and blades, sander, and 
many more accessories too numerous 
to mention.  Many items are still in 
original sealed boxes.  Original bill of 
sale for base unit is $3877.89, not 
including the accessories. The entire 
package can be yours for $2000.00 or 
best offer.  The ShopSmith is located 
in the Broomfield Senior Center, 280 
Lamar Street, in Broomfield.  For more 
information or to schedule an 
appointment to see the unit please call 
Bob at 303-438-8386.   

For Sale: 

ShopSmith dust collector, model 
DC33002. Almost brand new with only 
10 hours on unit.  The dust collector 
new is priced at $549.00.  This one is 
just $250.00. The dust collector is 
located in the Broomfield Senior 
Center, 280 Lamar Street, in 
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Broomfield.  For more information or to 
schedule an appointment to see the 
unit please call Bob at 303-438-8386.   

For Sale: 

Woodcut ProForme Intermediate 
Hollowing tool set with 5/8" straight 
and bent tool, ProMaster 20" handle, 
optional Scraper head with 2 cutters, 
and optional Phil Irons Tool Gate.  
Handle accepts any 5/8" diameter tool.  
$255. 

If you want to see the ProForme in 
action, here's a YouTube video:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgfz
E53tFwg  

For more info here's a link to the 
manufactures website:  

http://www.shop.woodcut-
tools.com/section.php?xSec=87&xPag
e=1  

Robert Sorby 1" Oval Skew chisel, $35 

Henry Taylor 1/8" and 3/16" Beading 
Tools, unhandled.  Only used a couple 
times.  $25 for both. 

Packard Toolworks sells everything I'm 
selling for $410: 

Intermediate Hollowing Set      $297.95 

Irons Tool Gate w/o post            $39.95 

1" diameter x 5" long tool post   $34.95 

(fits Powermatic)(Packard lists a 6" 
post, mine is 5") 

Scraper Head with 2 cutters      $36.95 

Contact: Pat Scott, 303-988-7584, 
pscott99@comcast.net 

Please note: All advertising in the 
Classifieds is free, but please be sure 
to notify the newsletter editor if an item 
is no longer for sale. 

Ad Policy – All ads that are older than 
3 months will be deleted, unless you 
contact the newsletter editor. 
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