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Upcoming Events 
Monthly meeting times: Social Hour 
is 5:30-6:30, Club Business, Gallery, 
and Wood Raffle is 6:30-7:15, 
Demonstration is 7:30-9:00.  

Important Note: Even though a 
turning challenge is announced for a 
meeting, this does not mean that other 
items can’t be brought for the show & 
tell. Feel free to bring in what you’ve 
created and don’t feel you have to be a 
master turner to show off your work. 
Everyone has to start as a novice.  

There will been two different 
Turning Challenges for September:  
·  For the adults it will be turned 

pens Reminder:  3 categories 
– Beginner, Intermediate, and 
Advanced 

·  For our younger turners 15 
and under it will be any turning 
of your choice  

The Turning Challenges for 
October will be something 
Halloween in nature. 
 
The Turning Challenges for 
November will be something for 
Thanksgiving or Christmas. 

September –  Tuesday, September 7th 
Stuart Mortimer from England will be 
demonstrating from 1:00 - 5:00 pm at 
Rockler in addition to the regular 
evening meeting. Check his website 
www.stuartmortimer.com  

September –  Saturday, September 
18th Gene Wentworth will be 
demonstrating his signature pretty 
bottoms and coin preparation in his 
shop starting at 12:00pm. The limited 
attendance of 15 members has been 
filled. 

October – Tuesday, October 5th 
Merryll Saylan will be demonstrating 
Texture & Carving, Finishing & Color 
at the regular meeting. In addition, 
Merryll will be demonstrating at 
Rockler on Saturday October 9th from 
9am to 4pm. 

Mentoring Program: 

Mentoring most days: 
I am still happy to answer questions, 
aim you at reliable information, and 
generally talk woodturning, subject, of 
course, to other life stuff going on. 
Members please call, Bruce Perry 
303.972.4716 

Shop Tours: 

Upcoming Shop Tours: 
September – Open. Bill Hopper 
postponed to October. 

October – Bill Hopper . Specific date 
and time is to be determined. Come 
see a working shop and what’s done to 
increase speed and efficiency so that 

money can be made through 
woodturning. 

Tips, Twists, and 
Turns 
NEW SECTION to the newsletter! This 
section allows all FRW members a 
chance to share with the club, ‘Tips, 
Twists, and Turns’ old and new. 
Remember, an old idea doesn’t mean 
everyone knows it! Got an idea or a 
twist on how to do something (related, 
of course, to the art of woodturning)? 
Send it in! Be clear and include any 
sketches if need be to help convey the 
idea. PLEASE CONTRIBUTE! Hand 
sketches are okay. I’ll clean them up 
for publishing. 

Ken Miller – FRW Newsletter Editor 

Indian Blanket Tips: 

Malcolm Tibbets does an excellent 
job of describing how to make 
Indian Blanket segments for 
segmented work in his book “The 
Art of Segmented Wood Turning” 
and on his second video (Both of 
which we have in our library). He 
also covers how to rip thin strips 
safely and accurately on the table 
saw as follows: 1) rip a caul of the 
same thickness and slightly longer 
than the strip material, 2) adjust 
the fence for the desired width of 
the strip plus the width  that the 
caul was ripped, 3) masking tape 
together the strip material and the 
caul on both the top and bottom 
side while holding the strip firmly 
against the caul, and 4) rip the 
strip. Repeat the taping/ripping 
process for the remainder of strips. 
If you rip in a steady, firm, 
controlled motion with a sharp 
blade, you can use the surfaces for 
gluing without drum sanding. Your 
call. 
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How to Align Indian Blanket 
Points in the Segments: 

See Figure 1 for a condensed shot 
of one half of an Indian Blanket 
segment. The top of the figure 
shows the initial glue up. The 
middle of the figure shows the 
longitudinal strips cut from the 
initial glue up. The strips are 
separated by kerf thicknesses. 
Each strip is then flipped over and 
shown together in its final form for 
one half of an Indian Blanket, 
bottom of figure. 

 

Figure 1 – Graphic of Indian 
Blanket Process 

I differ from Malcolm Tibbets in 
processing the strips adjacent to 
the triangles in the Indian Blanket. 
He doesn’t seem to give any 
attention to aligning the points. He 
uses 1/8” strips for these diagonal 
pieces. The thickness of these 
diagonal pieces, the angle of the 
triangle pieces, the thickness of 
the longitudinal strips cut out of the 
glued up blank, and the thickness 
of the saw kerf need to be taken 
into account. Simply put, I adjust 
the thickness of the diagonal strips 
to produce tip alignment for the 
angle and longitudinal strip 
thickness I’ve chosen.  

Figure 2 shows two strips of 
thickness, t, cut and spaced apart 
the distance of the saw kerf. (Top 
portion of figure) These same two 
strips are shown flipped and put 
together. (Bottom portion of figure.) 

 

Figure 2 – Strip Geometry 

Figure 3 shows the blue triangle 
from Figure 1 enlarged and with 
the variable, w, which is the 
needed variable. 

 

 
Figure 3 – Enlarged Triangle From 

Figure 2 
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Variables defined: 

   w = width of diagonal strips 

   a = angle of triangular piece 

   t = thickness of longitudinal strips 

   L = height of two longitudinal strips 

         including saw kerf 

Examples:  

(1) t = 1/8”,   a = 45° 
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(2) t = 3/16”,  a=30° 
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Segmented work involves the use of 
calipers, especially here to control 
thicknesses for the purpose of point 
alignment. There are lots of areas to 
be “almost” there but not quite. 
Therefore, try your best to hold 
accuracy throughout the process 
including the alignment during the final 
glue up, and make a few extra Indian 
Blanket segments… just in case. 

For those of you who are fortunate 
enough to have and use a drum 
sander, the following equation adjusts 
for sanding both  sides of each 
longitudinal strip. 

� � �� � � 
 � 
 
 ����� � ����	
  

where s = amount of thickness 
removed by sanding (per side) 

The length, L, will include 2 final strip 
thicknesses, 2 sanding thicknesses, 
and one saw kerf. For this equation to 
work, both sides of each longitudinal 
strip needs to be sanded; and, the 
same amount taken off all around.  

Example:  

t = 1/4”, s = 0.010”, a = 35° 

� � �� � �� �! 
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Ken Miller – FRW Newsletter Editor 

Perpetual Turning 

 

Asa Pysher  – Perpetual Turning, 
Segmented Salt Grinder, Walnut 
and Maple.  



FRONT RANGE WOODTURNERS 

Page 3 

The concept is for the first item in 
the raffle to be the item brought for 
the Perpetual Turning Project. The 
member who wins the turning must 
bring another turning to the next 
month’s meeting. It’s an excellent 
chance for members to gain pieces 
made by other members. The 
turning can be as plain or fancy as 
you want. Beginners can 
participate just as much as 
advanced turners. If the member 
doesn’t want to make a turning, 
he/she can choose just the wood, 
and the next winner can take the 
turning. 

 

Events of August 

August’s Demo 
Katherine Kowalski turned out a 
nice demonstration by first going 
over the basics of spindle wood 
turning including rough gouge 
work, beads, coves, and captive 
rings, and second by 
demonstrating decorating spindle 
work. She gave many of us the 
confidence needed to explore the 
free form artistic expression of 
painting  (w/o numbers, ha!) and 
the simplistic use of woodburning 
along with gem setting for accents. 

 

 

Let the chips fly! 

 

 

 

Flower petals and stem made by 
burning “dots”. These dots and the 
area will then be painted with 
multiple colors. 

 

 

 

 

Nice work! Thanks Katherine!! 

 

Bill Adam’s Shop Tour 

 

"Larry Orr wins the title of having 
traveled the farthest to the shop 
tour.  He travelled 1428 miles from 
Elkview, West Virginia." 

 

 

Here’s one for the wish list! This is 
a sliding table saw w/counter 
clockwise scoring blade, a shaper, 
a router, a 16” jointer, and a 16” 
planer! No, wait a minute. I’m 
missing something… Oh, yes. It’s 
also a Mortiser! I want 
everything… except the price tag. 



FRONT RANGE WOODTURNERS 

Page 4 

 

Bill demonstrates how it only takes 
him a minute to change his planer 
blades. Also, got a nick? Take a 
few seconds and slide a knife over 
to resolve it! Centripetal knives. 

 

 

Jointer beds raised for the planer. 

 

 

Need to resaw 22” thick material? 
This 3-phase bandsaw with a 
phase converter to generate the 
third leg will do it! Bill also has a 
wimpy bandsaw behind there. It’s 
just a 14”, right Bill? 

 

Nicely plumed dust collection 
system feeding into the can style 
cyclone before going into the 
collector itself. 

 

 

Wide, feed through drum sander. 
Bill’s showing us his restaurant 
obtained fire cabinet for finishes. 

 

Edge sander…. Anyone? Oh yeah. 
He also has a lathe around here 
somewhere…. 

 

 

 

Can’t back up enough to get the 
whole lathe in view! Bill says that 
with a steady rest, he’s turned 14 
foot spindles before. 

 

 

…there… at an angle! 
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45 pound cast iron face plate 
allows Bill to turn seven foot 
diameter poker tables. 

 

Original outboard tool rest, cast 
iron and steady! 

 

 

Geared ways with bi-axial control. 
Bill built a router mount so that he 
can flute with ease. 

Thanks Bill for opening up your 
shop to us, allowing us to tour your 
house and what you’ve made, and 
treating us to burgers, drinks, and 
a wonderful mountain view! 

 

News 

Brief Executive 
Committee Meeting 
There will be a brief Executive 
Committee Meeting at 6:15 on 
September 7th, just before the 
monthly general meeting to 
approve a library subscription 
renewal expenditure. 

Rocky Mountain PBS 
Rocky Mountain PBS is airing 
“Woodturning Workshop” with Tim 
Yoder. Check the schedule. I think it is 
airing twice a week. Our barrage of 
requests last year paid off!  Drop them 
an email of appreciation so they’ll 
continue. 

Librarian’s Corner 
Artists of the Month are Sue 
Harker  and Paul Loseby .  We 
have two DVD sets from Sue - #1 
– A Study in Open Segment 
Turning (5 hrs 20 min), and #2 – A 
Study in Involuted Turning (3 hrs), 
and one DVD set from Paul – 
Simple Methods for Superior 
Turned Pens (5 hrs).  Enjoy! 

We hope to catch up this month or 
next on recent back issues of 
Woodturning  Magazine  – our 
subscription has been backdated 
so we will not miss any issues. 

We have a new Assistant 
Librarian!  Storm Hortma n has 
kindly volunteered to help us 
during meetings!  Please welcome 
her on board – her services will be 
greatly appreciated! 

Please treat Library resources 
with care!   In July I received a 
complaint that a set of DVDs was 
skipping and stopping, and I noted 
that the backs of the DVDs were 
severely scratched – like someone 
set them on their dust-covered 
lathe bed or dropped them on the 
rug.  In any event these discs were 
abused, and Library funds had to 

be expended to re-surface these 
DVDs rather than use the funding 
to purchase new resources. 

Please note that the cut-off for the 
Wait List is the Sunday evening 
before meetings. 

Dave Hawley -FRW Librarian 

Upcoming Symposiums 

12th Rocky Mountain 
Woodturning Symposium 
September 11-12. Loveland, CO 

www.rmwoodturningsymposium.com  

Segmented Turners 
Symposium 
Nov 11-14. Arrowmont-Gatlinburg, TN 
Web: www.segmentedwoodturners.org  

Denver Woodworking Show 
November 19-21. Denver Merchandise 
Mart 

http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/
cms/Home/DenverCO/tabid/76/Default
.aspx  

 Featured Providers 

Rocklers , Colorado Blvd, Denver, 
provides a 10% discount for club 
members – see the Rockler section 
near the end of the newsletter. Rockler 
will be keeping the cash register open 
until the end of the meeting break. Try 
to do your shopping before the end of 
the break, so that they can get out 
quickly after the end of the meeting.  

WOODCRAFT, 6770 S. Peoria St., 
Centennial, provides a 10% discount 
for FRW members.  

Wood Emporium , Loveland, provides 
a 10% discount for FRW members.  

Craft Supplies  offers discounts which 
are obtained through group buys. 

Instant Gallery 
Note:  Members can now download the 
Instant Gallery information cards from 
the website. Click on Odds 'n' Ends 
and look under the Misc Forms section 
for the Show and Tell Information 
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Cards. These cards help tell others 
pertinent information about your work. 
Please use them. There should still be 
cards at the meeting. Raise a stink if 
there aren’t any around.  

Beginner Challenge winner – No 
Entry. 

 

Intermediate Challenge winner – 
Tom Tedesco.  

 

Advanced Challenge winner – Ron 
Ainge 

 

Ken Miller – French Rolling Pin out 
of Bubinga and Curly Maple w/o 
finish. 

 

Curt Vogt – Wenge bowl with 
Wipe-on Poly, entitled “Trouble”. 

 

 

Grove Brown – Silver Maple hollow 
form w/ Lacquer Sanding Sealer 
and Minwax finish. 

 

 

Katherine Kowalski – decorated 
turnings. 

 

 

Marty Christensen – “Some wood 
some corn” Pen out of Blackwood and 
Corncob w/Lacquer finish. 

 

Marty Christensen – Mill out of 
Maple, Poplar, Cherry, Padouk, 
Oak, and Walnut w/ Lacquer finish. 

 

Marty Christensen – Peppermill 
out of Pecan w/ Lacquer finish. 

 

Michael Roper – Miniature hollow 
forms entitled “Yin-Yang Mini’s” out of 
Walnut w/ Tung-Oil finish. 
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Michael Roper – Hollow Form out 
of Cherry with Rosewood finial 
w/Tung Oil finish. 

 

Michael Roper – Hollow form out 
of Spalted Elm w/ Tung-Oil finish. 
This is the piece he turned at Trent 
Bosch’s through the scholarship 
fund. 

 

 

Michael Roper – “Light and Dark 
Series I”, first time to play with 
mixing textures of rough sawn 
areas with sanded surfaces. Silver 
Maple base and Walnut Sphere 
finished w/Tung-Oil.  

 

Paul Russell – Hollow Form out of 
Aspen w/Wipe-on Poly finish. 

 

Ron Ainge – “Red Wonder” w/ 
Spray Lacquer finish. 

 

Pat Scott – “Is it a shallow bowl or 
a deep platter? (It’s a 15 ½” 
diameter bowl)” Silver Maple out of 
66 pieces w/ thinned Salad Bowl 
finish. Nice craftsmanship. I hope 
that it doesn’t suffer w/moisture 
changes and a lot of right angle 
grain. 

 

 

Pat Scott – 12 ½” diameter Platter 
out of White Ash Crotch w/thinned 
Salad Bowl finish. 

 

 

Pat Scott – 15 ½” diameter Platter 
out of Brown Ash crotch 
w/homemade Danish Oil finish. 
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Pat Scott – 7” diameter Hollow 
Form out of Spalted Sycamore 
w/Danish Oil finish. 

 

Paul Russell – Segmented Vessel 
out of Maple, Padouk, and Walnut 
w/ Polyurethane finish.  

 

 

 

Ron Ainge – “Trouble” out of 
Maple w/Spray Lacquer finish. 

 

 

Ron Ainge – Pierced Hollow Form 
out of Cottonwood and Epoxy 
w/Spray Lacquer finish. 

 

 

Steve Claycomb – “Angel” out of 
Spalted Maple w/ Sanding Sealer 
finish. 

 

 

Steve Claycomb – Hollow Form 
out of Ash w/ Satin Acrylic Latex 
finish. 

 

 

Tom Tedesco – Natural Edge 
Hollow Form out of Maple Burl w/ 
High Solid Spray Lacquer finish. 
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Rockler  
Patronizing their store is the best 
“thank you” we can give Rockler for 
their generosity in letting us use their 
facilities for our ever-growing 
membership. Keep in mind that they 
keep the register open late on meeting 
nights just for us. Just be sure to 
complete any purchases no later than 
the mid-meeting break so these poor 
guys can start shutting down and go 
home. 

As always – all FRW members get 
10% off all items, except electrical or 
sale items, all the time. Just present 
your FRW membership card at time of 
purchase. (Note: This offer is only 
good at the Denver retail location, and 
is not valid for any other location or for 
Internet purchases.) 

If you have suggestions for tools or 
materials that Rockler can carry, 
contact Rich Johnson, manager of the 
Denver store. Rockler web site: 
www.rockler.com. 

Web Stuff 
The Front Range WoodTurners Web 
site address: 

www.frontrangewoodturners.org 

Get the latest information about 
upcoming events, meetings, and view 
the excellent photos of the instant 
gallery. 

Other sites of interest: 
For Finishing Secrets, check out 
Russ Fairchild @ 
www.woodturner-
russ.com/finishingsecrets.html  
 
www.oneofakindsf.com  
Rocky Mtn Woodturners, Ft Collins @ 
www.rmwt.org  
www.robert-sorby.co.uk  
www.verinet.com/-drmelli/rmwt.htlm 
www.lathes.co.uk 
www.woodworkingbasics.com 
www.treelineusa.com 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com 
www.kestrelcreek.com 
www.choicewoods.com 
www.woodturner.com 
www.woodturningonline.com 
www.kazistudio.com �  

Classifieds 
For Sale: 

Rockwell unisaw w/52 extension table, 
unifence & mobile base. This is a true 
Rockwell. Also included is carbide 
stacked dado along with a couple 
other carbide blades $1000  

Powermatic model 15 planer. 230 volt, 
15" cutting width. The machine works 
perfectly; however, the infeed side of 
the table is damaged so that the infeed 
roller is not able to be mounted on the 
end of the table The outfeed side is 
fine.  

Price is $500 as is or $800 if I replace 
the table with a new one.  

Note: This is not the model with the 
helical or spiral cutting head it has two 
sided straight cutting blades 

Contact Allen Thunem @ Phone: 303-
989-9736 or Email: 
ajthunem@live.com  

 

Please note: All advertising in the 
Classifieds is free, but please be sure 
to notify the newsletter editor if an item 
is no longer for sale. 

Ad Policy – All ads that are older than 
3 months will be deleted, unless you 
contact the newsletter editor. 
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